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Western Sydney  Wood-Turners  Inc. 

Twin Gums Retreat, 36, Northcott Road, Lalor Park,  N.S.W.  2147 

P O Box 4008, Lalor Park. 

Web Site:-  www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

 
 

Presidents Report 

As President Bob is overseas enjoying himself and being sure he will not email a report to the Editor I 

thought I would take the opportunity to share with you the wonderful achievement of one of our 

Junior Members, Isaac Ralph. To enable this to happen Isaac has kindly provided photos and 

background information to his HSC project see below. 

After looking at the photos and reading the background information I am sure that you will 

wholeheartedly join me in congratulating Isaac on his achievement. 

Alan Eipper 
Secretary 

“My name is Isaac Ralph. I became a member of Lalor Park Woodturning Club in 2012 after meeting 

some of the club members at a Trend Timbers Open Day. I was with my Dad discussing options for 

my HSC Industrial Technology Timber major work for 2013.  At the time I was tossing up the pros and 

cons of either making a fish tank cabinet or a colonial miner’s couch.  Through discussing with Trend 

and some of the Woodturners I decided that going forward the colonial miners couch was the piece I 

would make.  Dad said to me at the time “Joining Woodturners would be a great experience – you 

would learn a lot from a club like this “. 

Once I got started I found the club to be very friendly and welcoming. The members were very 

generous with their guidance and advice. I began with many practice pieces from pine offcuts. 

Learning the basic skills of turning between centres and beads and hollows.  And  in a short period of 

time I graduated onto making little vases, bowls and pens. When I felt more confident I started to 

turn the rails of my miners couch (in jarrah) and the legs (in NSW Scented Rosewood ). 

For eight months I went to the club every Wednesday afternoon and each Friday night as well as 

making and constructing my job at school.   Again I was very fortunate to have had a very supportive 

teacher to allow me to attend the Woodturners club outside of school to assist me in my HSC major 

work. 

When I completed my major work and it was examined for the HSC I received a mark of 96. This is 

broken down into 3 categories being 20/20 for my portfolio, 40/40 for the miners couch and 36/40 

for the exam. 

Board of Studies have also invited me to display my miners couch at the Sydney Timber and Working 

with Wood Show at the end of June this year.  

I am very grateful to the club for sharing their knowledge and woodwork secrets with me and of 

course the use of your fantastic equipment which greatly assisted me in the consistency of my 

woodturning. I would not have been able to have achieved the end result without joining such a 

great club. 

Many thanks  

Isaac Ralph.” 
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2013 Westurn Club Commiittee 

President:-              Bob Young 

                                       0408 760 131 

Vice Presidents:- Paul  Collins  JP 

                                    Paul  DeBelle 

Secretary:-  Alan  Eipper 

Treasurer :-  Ken  Vodden 

Grants Officer & 

Membership Secretary:- Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer:-  Fiona  Deane 

Library:-    Gary  Hansell 

Editor:-   John  Satchwell 

   rmo@netspace.net.au 

Web Master  Lindsay  McEwen 

  Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Trainer:-   Ron  Devine 

Shop Manager  Paul  Collins  JP 

Stores:-   Graham  Dawes JP 

Equipment & 

Maintenance:-  Many  Farrugia 

    Dave  Matthews 

Welfare Officer:- Eddie  Catford 

If you have any problems or information 

Concerning the Club, Please contact any of 

The above. 

SHOP TRADING  HOURS 

Mon:  9:am  to  4pm 

Friday Only:  7:pm  to  9:pm 

See Shop Manager    Paul  Collins JP 

CLUB  MEETINGS 

Second Tuesday of each month 

Come and discuss what concerns you 

At 7:p.m.  Prompt 

Tuesday March  11th 

Tuesday  April  8th 

SATURDAY  WORKSHOPS 

Third Saturday of each Month, for that extra 

Turning time: Contact:  Liam  0411 560 984 

$5.00  9:30am to3:00pm 

LADIES  DAY 

Second Saturday of each Month, for the 

Ladies of the area with similar interest. 

CONTACT:-  Anna  DAWES  9638 6995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

Club  Shirts                            Badges 

Pepper  Grinders                  Salt  Grinders 

Sand  Paper   Pen Kits 

Letter Openers  Friction  Polish 

Triple “P”   Timber Saeler 

Polishing  Cloths  Perfume  Applica-

tions 
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Hi.  

How time flies when you are gluing, screwing, sawing , cutting, scraping, standing, polishing and hoping it 

all produces something worthwhile. A quarter of 2014 is already in the dustbin which means the AGM is 

rapidly approaching. This means it is time to mark 20/7/14 on the calendar as the date of the AGM. 

It also means it is time to think about the election of office bearers and what you can do for your club. Can 

you make a contribution? Will the current office holders nominate again this year? If they nominate is it 

because they really want the position, or, is it simply because no one else will step forward? Remember 

most of the current office holders had been in one position or another for two or more years, maybe they 

would just like to step back and be able to spend some time producing something for themselves. 

When was the last time you had to make a decision and actually cast a vote to elect someone? Is this in 

the best interests of the club? 

Below are three quotations that may inspire you with respect to your contribution to your club.  

“Decide that you want it more than you are afraid of it.” Bill Cosby 

“He who knows all the answers has not been asked all the questions.” Confucius 

“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.”  Mother Teresa 
 
Remember: 
 

 A little apprehension often makes you perform better because it means you care and want to get it right. 

 The person who has not made a mistake has not yet been born. 

 A lost minute, hour, or day is exactly that LOST. 
 

 

Must fly 

Wood Chip 
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STICHES AND CRAFT SHOW, ROSEHILL 2014 

 

             This is one of our premium events of the year and we had a very good show. If there 

is a club in Sydney who can put on a show the size of this and of the quality,  I would like to 

see it. 

               It all started on the Wednesday, when the set up took place, a few discussions took 

place but all was settled and the show went on as they say.. It was approx. 15 tables we had 

to fill. No problem. 

                With a few extra restrictions on us this year, we coped and above all our Charity, Mt 

Druitt Hospital, Children’s Ward came out the winner’s by a mile in the old terms. 

                  Over the four days of public display, many thanks has to go to Paul Collins, who 

kept the fridge full of meat and tomatoes and plenty of bread,  

                   There are two other events similar to this each year, our open day and the New-

castle Show . Not only is it a Charity / members selling day, it has become a very social time 

when members get together for a period of time and TALK. 

                    A lot of planning goes into these shows, it may not be seen at the time but rest 

assured many discussions goes on to cater for the members who wish to participate. 

                     At the end of the day we put on a good show and all is happy and that is the way 

I hope it stays in the future. 
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We would like to extend our best wishes to all our new Members hoping 

you have an enjoyable time with us, and may all your efforts be rewarding 

and profitable!!! 

May we offer our best wishes to all the Birthday holders for this Month, and may 

You all have happy returns. 



 11 

  



 12 

The Bowl gouge is not unlike the Roughing gouge except it has the corners relieved on the most common one 

also generally a lot narrower and deeper flute. You use bowl gouges as the name implies, to make bowls. The 

grind angle on a Bowl gouge varies from 40 to 45 degrees. The primary characteristic of a Bowl gouge is that it is 

made very rigid and heavy. The reason is that, unless the tool rest fits into the hollow of the bowl the Bowl 

gauge its self has to reach from the tool rest all the way to the bottom of the bowl, thus creating heavy stress 

on the tool shaft. These gouges are made strong enough to resist this, so they can perform their function with-

out being damaged or vibrating and chattering enough to compromise the quality of the work. 

The Bowl gouge is sometimes referred to as a Spindle gouge, and closely related to Lady Fingernail 

gouge and even a Detail gouge all of which have a use in bowl turning, the main difference in these 

later gouges is their shaft sizes and cutting edge grinds and mainly used for turning shaped coves in the 

wood surface. If you look at the spindles on most chairs, there is some decorative shaping on them; 

these shapes were made with a Spindle gouge (or their automatic equivalent). Spindle gouges come in 

many different sizes ranging from 6 to 18mm  what distinguishes Spindle gouges from Roughing gouges 

is the "Finger nail shape" of grind; the edges of the "u" shape taper back at a much sharper angle on a 

Spindle gouge. 

Confusing to say the least. If you peruse the catalogues under the heading of "BOWLGOUGES" 

you will come up with following, Bowl gouge, Bottoming gouge, Irish grind bowl gouge. Super 

Flute bowl gouge, Bowl roughing gouge, Finishing bowl gouge, Finishing gouge, End grain 

hollowing gouge and Detail gouge just to mention a few. While this is very interesting in most 

cases the shaft size is in the same range and only the angle of the cutting edge grind is different 

which leads you to believe while there is a standard Bowl gouge there is also a lot of variances 

capable of producing the same outcome. In saying this in some cases some tools may be best 

left to the professionals with a lot more experience than the hobbyist. Eddie C. 

 

Note. As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the results of my 

reading article publications. 

GETTING TO SPINDLE GOUGE &  

KNOW YOUR TOOLS                                        ITEM 6                              THE   BOWL GOUGE  

Bowl Gouge                         Roughing Gouge                  Hollowing Gouge                               Detail Gouge 
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